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duction 1o this group, AfroBop Alliance. 1 read
the back of the album package and noticed that,
among the members of the core sepiet, there
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were oaly wo Hispasic omsames |
foolish and ignorant enough w0 entenain a briel
moment of skepliciam, concerming this group’s
ability to play credible Afro-Cuban music, based
solely on their family names. | now say that the
chomping sound that you hear in the backgnound
15 this reviewer cating a giant helping of crow;
fior this is one hot Latin jazr disc!

The seven core members of AfroBop Alk-
ance all resade in the Annapolis, Maryland area,
They perform mostly in the mid-Atantic region,
They are bed by drummer Joe McCanthy, 2 mas-
ter musician whose Latin Jarr credentials are
unassailable. He has been o sideman with such
Latin music notables as Poncho Sanchez, Mike
Mossman, Arturo (' Famill and Ray Vega. With
Annapolis as a home base. it should come as no
wirprise that several of the members of the group
are either current or former members of one of
the LS. Mavy's jazrr ensembles. Camimo Nuevo,
is the group's sccond disc, a follow-up to their
2004 debut, Encarnacion; a disc which | am yet
i hear, but | will be rectifying that oversight in
the very near future, Caming Nieve is successful

violinist Paula McCarthy (Joc’s wille) and cellist
‘hl:mﬁhi I'lln-nhvil. ||l|:l |l|i_!||lhr-
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Mmul"ﬂ_w'l:‘m‘-r-. MeCarthy and
wﬂrn Keporier Feiix Contreras st an

Peruchin was a king of the “descarga™ ul;ili:
would be prowud of the resulis. The presence ol
Sanchez scems o prod the group wvward cven
greater beights and they have prodeced a track
that is a delight for listeners as well as dancers.
Applebaum’s clave is right on the moncy, Max
Murray s hass line is straight out of Cachao and
the boms are in lop form as they trade fours in
the middie of the picce. | couldn®t stop hitting
repeat on this one and | think that many other
Latin jam fans will be just as addicied.

While these were the best tracks on the
disc, the rermaining six tracks are alwo fimt e
and will not disappoint. AfroBop Alliance's
Cenmirey Newve 15 a dynamite reconding from a
top flight group of musicians who know their
Afro-Cuban music and can give the best Latin
Jurz bands working soday, a run for their money,
If you are & fan of the Latin and Jaxr fesion
played by Poncho, Tito or the enderrated Manay
Ocueenido and Libre, this is a disc that you should
add w your ool kection.
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